
THE EYE-BANK’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPOINTED 

EDWIN H. ROBERTS, MPA, as Executive Director and 
Chief Executive Offi  cer eff ective April 16, 2026, making 
him the seventh leader to hold the position since 
the organization’s founding as the world’s fi rst eye 
bank in 1944. 

Formerly Associate Director, Mr. Roberts possesses a 
deep knowledge of The Eye-Bank with more than 26 
years of eye banking experience. He brings particular 
expertise in regulatory compliance, as well as the 
technical aspects of the profession. An active leader 
in the donation and transplant community, he serves 
on the Board of Directors of Donate Life New York 
State and is a member of the Eye Bank Association of 
America’s Accreditation Board.

“We are pleased to welcome Edwin Roberts into this new 
role,” said Eye-Bank Board President Dennis Tarzian. 
“His leadership will be instrumental in guiding 
The Eye-Bank’s continued growth, strengthening 
operational excellence and advancing our mission.”

Mr. Roberts succeeds former Executive Director 
and CEO Patricia Dahl, who retired after 45 years 
of service.
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Patricia Dahl Ocular Tissue 
Research Program

Executive Director and CEO Edwin H. Roberts, MPA

“I take on this role with gratitude, humility and a 
strong sense of accountability to our mission,” said 
Mr. Roberts. “I am thankful for the trust placed in me 
by The Eye-Bank’s Board of Directors and for the 
opportunity to help lead the world’s fi rst eye bank 
into its next chapter.” 

A NEW CELL THERAPY FOR AGE-RELATED MACULAR DEGENERATION (AMD) is showing early promise 
in preclinical and clinical studies using retinal pigment epithelium (RPE) cells derived from donor eye 
tissue provided by The Eye-Bank’s newly renamed Patricia Dahl Ocular Tissue Research Program. RPE 
cells support the light-sensing cells in the eye, helping them send visual information to the brain. When 
RPE cells are damaged by aging or metabolic diseases, they can contribute to AMD and vision loss.

In two recent, related publications, co-founders of the Neural Stem Cell Institute Jeff rey H. Stern, M.D., 
Ph.D., and Sally Temple, Ph.D., along with Eye-Bank Medical Advisory Board Member Timothy 
Blenkinsop, Ph.D., and their co-authors, described the safety of cultured RPE cells from human donor 
eyes with an indication of visual acuity improvement in the small number of subjects who received RPE 
transplantation. The aim of this work is to not only slow down the damage caused by AMD but to 
replace damaged or missing RPE cells with new, healthy cells, potentially restoring or improving vision.

“These preclinical and clinical studies represent an exciting step forward in the fi ght against blindness,” 
said Eye-Bank Research and Relationship Development Manager YoneJung Yoon, Ph.D. “It is rewarding 
to know that precious donor tissues gifted by eye donors contributed these valuable cells that may 
help advance regenerative therapies for vision restoration.”

Read more about these breakthroughs on our blog at eyedonation.org/about-donation.

Eye-Bank Research Program Supports Breakthrough Cell Therapies

Eye-Bank Research and Relationship Development Manager 
YoneJung Yoon, Ph.D., evaluating RPE cell cultures before 
providing them for research.
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THE EYE-BANK PARTICIPATED IN THE 29TH ANNUAL “REMEMBER 

AND REJOICE” ecumenical service on Saturday, March 28 to  
honor donor families and transplant recipients. The service, hosted 
by Transplant Recipients International Organization (TRIO), is  
held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan and is the largest event 
of its kind, drawing an audience of approximately 2,000 attendees 
each year.

As is tradition, the hymn “Amazing Grace” performed by the NYPD 
Emerald Society Bagpipers opened the ceremony. Edward “Eddie” 
Garcia, vice president of TRIO National, gave the opening remarks, 
which were followed by the personal stories of donor family 
members, living donors and transplant recipients.

Allison Lauer, a 17-year-old cornea transplant recipient and 
Eye-Bank volunteer, was among the event’s featured speakers. 
Allison shared how her sight was restored with donor tissue 
provided by The Eye-Bank after a rare, parasitic eye infection 
threatened her vision. As a young artist, she is now able to continue 
pursuing art thanks to the generosity of her eye donors.

Donor family member and Donate Life New York State Program 
Manager Dominique Bethea also shared how her father, an organ 
transplant recipient, was inspired by the generosity of his donor to 
become a strong advocate for donation within his family, and 
ultimately, an eye donor himself.

Closing the ceremony, Eye-Bank Communications Director Maria 
Chelko and TRIO Board Treasurer Ira J. Copperman read the names 
of approximately 600 eye, organ and tissue donors while the donor 
families in attendance proceeded to the front of the cathedral to 
receive white roses in honor of their loved ones.  

The Eye-Bank is grateful to TRIO for organizing this significant 
event, to Allison and Dominique for sharing their stories and to the 
families of donors whose loved ones’ generosity restores sight, 
provides healing and saves lives. 

Cornea transplant recipient and Eye-Bank volunteer Allison Lauer (right) shares her story alongside her 
artwork, held up by Eye-Bank Communications Director Maria Chelko (left).

Donor families and transplant recipients gather in St. Patrick’s Cathedral for the 29th Annual 
Remember and Rejoice ecumenical service.

Lillian Huynh is a rising junior at New 

York University’s Tisch School of the 

Arts where she is pursuing a Bachelor 

of Fine Arts in theatre. As part of her 

Young Ambassador project, Lillian 

shared curated stories to her 

Instagram page that raised awareness 

about eye, organ and tissue donation 

and helped her audience enroll in the 

donor registry. Her posts included her 

own story as a liver transplant 

recipient, an overview of Donate Life 

New York State’s 2026 Doorways to 

Donation Act and statistics on 

donation. The Young Ambassador 

Scholarship was established by Eye-Bank Board Member Andrea 

Nordquist and named in memory of her son, Christopher, who became 

an eye donor when he died suddenly at the age of two. 

Ethan Kaminsky is a rising junior at 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

Daytona Beach where he is pursuing  

a Bachelor of Science in aerospace 

engineering. In his STEM research 

proposal, he outlined a methodology 

exploring how an unmanned aerial 

vehicle (UAV) logistics network might 

be used to reduce critical transit  

time for the delivery of eye and tissue 

donations across New York City,  

thus increasing the number of viable 

donations that successfully reach 

transplant recipients. The STEM 

Scholarship was established in memory 

of The Eye-Bank’s former President James Fabian who served on the 

Board for a total of 18 years.

The Eye-Bank Announces 2026 Scholarship Winners
CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S EYE-BANK SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS! Lillian Huynh is the recipient of this year’s Young Ambassador 
Scholarship, and Ethan Kaminsky is the recipient of the STEM Scholarship. Each will receive a $3,000 scholarship prize from The Eye-Bank.

Ethan KaminskyLillian Huynh

On behalf of the Scholarship Committee, The Eye-Bank wishes both Lillian and Ethan success in their future endeavors. Information about Eye-Bank 
Scholarships and previous winners is available at eyedonation.org/scholarship. 

29th Annual Remember and Rejoice



Leadership Council Welcomes New Member

Emily Sun, M.D.
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Staten Island Artist Able to Paint Again
By Hilda Flike Jacobson

WHEN ANNETTE MARTEN BEGAN LOSING HER SIGHT, everyday tasks 
became challenging. Objects looked fl at. Stairs were a daily struggle—
was it one step or two? In time, she could no longer simply walk down 
the sidewalk without her husband to guide her. She faced a variety of 
challenges, but, as an artist and printmaker, the limitations she felt 
most deeply were those she experienced when making art. She loved 
to make work inspired by the vibrant colors and textures of the world 
around her, and that world looked increasingly distorted, as did the art 
on her canvases. 

“I could not sketch with a pencil,” Annette recalled. “I couldn’t see what 
I was doing.”

Many years earlier, Annette had been diagnosed with keratoconus, a 
blinding eye disease that changes the thickness and curvature of the 
cornea, the clear, outer layer of the eye, making it increasingly cone-
shaped. Annette’s cornea specialist, Eye-Bank Medical Advisory Board 
Member David Ritterband, M.D., informed her that her sight could be 
restored by corneal transplantation. He performed Annette’s transplant 
surgery in the winter of 2025 at Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital 
with donor tissue provided by The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration.

Now, with renewed sight, Annette 
walks the sidewalks of her Staten 
Island neighborhood without fear 
and sees the depth of each stair 
as she climbs to her art studio. 
Her cornea transplant has allowed 
her to take in the richness of 
her environment—fl owering 
landscapes and open skies once 
again inspire her to pick up her 
palette knives and layer paint on 
a canvas. 

“The transplant has helped me 
immensely in my artwork,” 
Annette said. She credits the 
quality of life she is able to enjoy 
today to the selfl ess generosity 
of her eye donors.

“ The transplant has helped me immensely 
in my artwork.”                            –Annette Marten

These days, Annette spends long hours in her home studio creating new 
work. Every brushstroke and splash of color is a treasured sight. Where 
life once felt limited, she now sees possibility. “As an artist, I realize that 
you can do anything you want. It’s your choice,” Annette refl ected. 

She shared her inspiring story in a video testimonial for The Eye-Bank 
that can be viewed at eyedonation.org/videos.

Annette Marten sharing her story in an Eye-Bank testimonial video.

THIS SPRING, THE EYE-BANK’S LEADERSHIP COUNCIL WELCOMED A NEW MEMBER: Emily Sun, M.D. The 

Leadership Council comprises a group of mid-career professionals who promote The Eye-Bank’s mission 

through outreach and fundraising eff orts that increase awareness of eye donation and its life-changing benefi ts.

Dr. Sun is a Postgraduate Year 2 (PGY2) resident in the Department of Ophthalmology at Columbia University 

with clinical interests in cornea and external disease and research interests in medical education and gender 

inequities in ophthalmology. She has been actively involved in ophthalmic research and medical education 

scholarship and has authored numerous peer-reviewed publications in leading medical journals. Dr. Sun holds a 

medical degree from the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and a Bachelor of Science in biology with 

a minor in chemistry from Duke University.

For more information about joining the Leadership Council, contact Major and Planned Gift Specialist Robert 
Hankins, rhankins@ebsr.org. The complete list of Leadership Council members and their profi les is available at 

eyedonation.org/leadership-council.

Original artworks by Annette Marten.

Cornea transplant recipient Annette Marten in 
her home studio.
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The following report highlights The Eye-Bank’s 
activities throughout 2025 as it relates to the 
accompanying financial information for the  
same period. 

In 2025, The Eye-Bank’s Ocular Laboratory recovered 
approximately 1,300 eye/cornea donations and 
provided ~1,100 corneas for transplants. Of those 
transplants, 60% were performed using pre-cut and 

prepared tissue for endothelial keratoplasty (EK) including ~140 EK 
tissues pre-loaded for surgeons. All EK tissue provided was prepared  
by The Eye-Bank’s laboratory technicians.

In addition to tissue provided for transplants, The Eye-Bank, through  
its ongoing Ocular Tissue Research Program, continued to distribute 
vials of adult human primary retinal pigment epithelial (ah-RPE) cells to 
multiple retina research studies. In 2025, we began offering retina cDNA 
as part of our efforts to expand our offerings of custom-prepared 
tissues to meet the needs of researchers. In total, we distributed ~250 
units of research tissue in 2025 comprising corneas, posterior poles, 
lens, conjunctiva, retina, vitreous, retina RNA, ah-RPE cells and whole 
eyes. All tissues were used for human ocular disease research.

In 2025, The Eye-Bank launched a new multi-media advertising 
campaign reminding the public that one way to “Be a Better New 
Yorker” is to sign up to become an eye, organ and tissue donor. The 
campaign suggests they do this by checking the “Yes” box when they 
visit the Department of Motor Vehicles or when they visit our website. 
The English- and Spanish-language ads ran in digital, radio and social 
media formats. 

The Eye-Bank hosted two successful fundraising events in 2025. The 
Spring Benefit—Karaoke Night for Sight—was held on May 20 at the 
Bohemian Benevolent and Literary Association on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side. The evening of high-energy performances and songs raised 
more than $105,000 for The Eye-Bank’s public and professional 

education programs. On October 30, the Fall Benefit—Venetian Visions—
was held at the Museum of the City of New York. The event’s approximately 
200 attendees donned festive masks and explored an exhibit chronicling 
the past 100 years of New York’s history while raising more than 
$100,000 to advance The Eye-Bank’s mission. 

In June, at the Eye Bank Association of America’s (EBAA) Annual Meeting 
in San Diego, former Communications Director Noël Mick Moschetta, 
who retired in March of 2025 after 34 years of service to The Eye-Bank, 
received the Leonard Heise Award, the highest non-medical distinction 
presented each year to a member of the eye banking community in 
recognition of their outstanding devotion to the Association. At the 
same meeting, current Communications Director Maria Chelko received 
the 2025 Communications Optics Award, which recognizes an 
individual or team from an EBAA-member eye bank for mastery of 
storytelling and creativity to advance the EBAA’s mission. 

In November, our annual Thanksgiving Card featured the artwork of 
six-year-old Young Ambassador Rhett MacIntyre whose sight was 
restored thanks to corneal tissue provided by The Eye-Bank. Our 
November Eye Donation Month social media campaign featured 30 
local cornea transplant recipients, one for each day of the month.   

Since 1944, The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration has been helping restore 
sight to New Yorkers in need. This work would not be possible without 
the selfless generosity of eye donors and their families. It is because of 
them that we are able to fulfill our mission of sight restoration through 
corneal transplantation and advancements in ocular research. On behalf 
of our cornea transplant recipients and those who may benefit from 
future advancements, we express our gratitude for giving the beautiful 
gift of sight. 

President’s Report 2025        

Dennis R. Tarzian 
President
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Statements of Financial Position

		  Year Ended December 31st	 2025	 2024 
Assets				  
Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 406,617	 212,635
Investments, at fair value		  82,107,119	 78,824,628
Accounts receivable, net		  1,975,953	 1,723,306
Accrued interest receivable		  178,386	 154,486
Prepaid expenses and other assets		  307,540	 298,946
Property and equipment, net		  667,664	 771,837
Beneficial interest in charitable trusts		  5,316,786	 4,858,186
Investment in simple agreement for future equity, at cost		  1,150,000	 650,000
Right of use asset - operating lease		  1,302,922	 1,675,185
Total assets	 $	 93,412,987	 89,169,209
				  
Liabilities 				  
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $	 502,728	 305,248
Due to organization		  215,505	 179,380
Operating lease payable		  1,517,297	 1,966,101
Total liabilities	 $	 2,235,530	 2,450,729
				  
Net assets				  
Without donor restrictions	 $	 85,756,571	  81,756,194 
With donor restrictions	 $	 5,420,886	 4,962,286 
Total net assets	 $	 91,177,457 	 86,718,480

Total liabilities and net assets	 $	 93,412,987	 89,169,209 

				  
Statements of Activities			   	

		  Year Ended December 31st	 2025	 2024	 	
Public support 				  
Contributions and foundation grants	 $	 293,222	 267,016	   
Contributions from charitable trusts		  211,125	 199,453	   
Special events		  231,943	 180,463	   
Total public support		  736,290	 646,932	   

Operating revenue			 
Processing fees for transplant and research		  5,572,130	 5,638,878	  
Investment return appropriated for operations		  4,898,499	 3,830,641	   
Other		  7,061	 8,908	   
Total operating revenue	 $	 10,477,690	 9,478,427 	  
Total public support and operating revenue	 $	 11,213,980 	 10,125,359 	  
				  
Expenses			 
Program services			        
Ocular laboratory	 $	  5,129,257	 5,195,911	  
Public education		  737,899	 759,952	   
Professional education		  718,392	 745,858	   
Ocular tissue research program		  1,222,665	 973,841 	  
Young Ambassador program		  85,733	 87,939	   
Marketing		  502,222	 587,517	   
Total program services	 $	 8,396,168	 8,351,018	   

Supporting services			 
Management and general	 $	 1,055,522	 1,007,833	   
Fundraising		  1,051,885	 914,897	   
Total supporting services	 $	  2,107,407	 1,922,730	  
Total expenses	 $ 	 10,503,575	 10,273,748	  
Excess of operating revenue over expenses	 $ 	 710,405	 (148,389)	
				  
Non-operating revenue			 
Contributions from legacies and bequests	 $	 2,000	 15,276	   
Change in value of beneficial interest in charitable trusts, net		  458,600	 326,391	   
Investment return designated for long-term investment		  3,287,972	 8,039,193 	  

Total non-operating revenue		  3,748,572	 8,380,860 	  

				  
Change in net assets	 $	 4,458,977  	 8,232,471 	  

The Eye-Bank For Sight Restoration, Inc. Financial Report 2025

CAPITAL TRANSACTIONS

The Eye-Bank, in association with outside, independent counsel, has its investment portfolio 
under continuous review. The review’s purpose is to improve dividend and interest income with 
securities, which, in the carefully considered opinions of all concerned, are of sound value. With 
these objectives in mind, changes in holdings are made from time to time.  

A copy of the Annual Report BSW-497 can be obtained on request from the Attorney General’s 
Office, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271 or from The Eye-Bank. 

The first eye bank in the world, The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration was established in 1944 and 
incorporated under the laws of the State of New York. It is a voluntary, charitable organization 
devoted to the collection, processing and distribution of donor eye tissue for transplantation, 
research and medical education.  

The Eye-Bank office and laboratory are located at 120 Wall Street, New York, NY 10005.  
Telephone (24 hours): (212) 742-9000, Fax: (212) 269-3139. Email: info@ebsr.org, Internet 
address: www.eyedonation.org. 

Officers and Board Members as of December 31: Dennis R. Tarzian, President; Umber Ahmad, Vice President; Audrey MacIsaac, Secretary; David R. Adler, Treasurer; Leo J. Corbett; Giovanni 
F. DiCenso; Wendi Glassman; Rachel A. Heisler; Paul Kayaian; Manish Krishnan; Sruthi Madhavan; Michele A. Masucci; Jeanne McCooey; Rachel Miller; Richard A. Mittenthal; Jaclyn D. Newman; 
Andrea Nordquist; Wayne Palladino; Denise M. Ramsey; Rocío Sanz; Michael Zambrelli

Medical Advisory Board: Joann J. Kang, M.D., Chair; Ana G. Alzaga Fernandez, M.D., Secretary; Maayan E. Keshet, M.D., Associate Medical Director; Sumayya Ahmad, M.D.; Timothy A. 
Blenkinsop, Ph.D.; Richard E. Braunstein, M.D.; Christine A. Curcio, Ph.D.; George J. Florakis, M.D.; Beverly A. Forsyth, M.D.; Albert S. Hazan, M.D.; Viral V. Juthani, M.D.; Douglas R. Lazzaro, M.D.; 
Richard D. Najac, M.D.; David C. Ritterband, M.D.; Gabriel Rand, M.D.; Kimberly C. Sippel, M.D.; Leejee H. Suh, M.D.; Danielle Trief, M.D.; Elizabeth Viriya, M.D.; Jules A. Winokur, M.D.;  
Gerald W. Zaidman, M.D.

Patricia Dahl, Executive Director and CEO; Michelle K. Rhee, M.D., Medical Director

This and the 2025 President’s Report are available at eyedonation.org/financial-reports or upon request at (212) 742-9000.

These statements of conditions and results for the years ending December 31, 2024 and 
December 31, 2025 have been prepared by Condon O’Meara McGinty & Donnelly LLP and 
presented in condensed form by management to provide a capsule view of our finances. Since 
January 1978, in order to meet day-to-day expenses, The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration, Inc., 
like other eye banks throughout the country, has assessed a fee for the processing of corneas. 

The Eye-Bank has been able to build up a financial reserve thanks to receipts from legacies. 
However, legacy income is largely unpredictable. We hope that our benefactors and good 
friends, a major source of support, will continue to aid us and, through this means, greatly help 
The Eye-Bank meet its daily operating needs. To include The Eye-Bank in your will, just add the 
following language: “I give and bequeath to The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration, Inc., the 
sum of $_______ to be applied to the uses and purposes of the corporation.”

This data has been extracted from our financial statements, which were audited by Condon O’Meara 
McGinty & Donnelly LLP, One Battery Park Plaza, New York, NY 10004-1405.

2025 Operating Expenses $ 10,503,575

$5,129,257 
Ocular laboratory (49%) 

$737,899 
Public education (7%) 

$718,392 
Professional education (7%)

$1,222,665  
Ocular tissue research program (11%) 

$85,733 
Young Ambassador program (1%) 

$502,222  
Marketing (5%) 

$1,055,522 
Management and general (10%) 

$1,051,885 
Fundraising (10%)

$5,572,130 
Processing fees for transplant  
and research (50%)

$4,898,499 
Investment return appropriated 
for operations (44%)

$293,222 
Contributions and  
foundation grants (2%)

$211,125 
Contributions from 
charitable trusts (2%)

$231,943 
Special events (2%)

$7,061 
Other (0%)

2025 Public Support and Operating Revenue $11,213,980
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80% �
of annual expenditure  
goes to Eye-Bank Programs
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Honor/Memorial Gifts from January 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026

Honor and Memorial gifts are given to recognize loved ones or to mark a special occasion. To make a gift in honor or memory of someone, please 

use the enclosed envelope, visit eyedonation.org/give or contact The Eye-Bank’s Development Department at 212-742-9000.

IN MEMORY OF…

Lenore Bernstein

John Bosco

Leon Brenner

Michael D. Brown

Gerald Cantor

Lanell Coons

Teresa Cordero

Cornea Transplant Donors

Jack Deshler

Ester Dimaculangan

James Fabian

Martha Gale

Irving Geis

Ralph Grunner

Stella M. Guhl

Nicolas Hernendez

Brian M. Jackel

Robert Jaeger

Carolyn Shih’s friend Katie

David K. Knutsen

Mattie Lavezoli

Kent Maskier

Margaret C. Mendles – 

	 Charter Member

Kenny Miller

Christopher Nordquist

Raymond C. Nordquist

Pearl B. Rabine

Anna Marie Ratcliffe

Rebecca Ribacoff

Dennis Rosenzweig

Nathaniel Shaw

Irene and Sidney Silverman

Barbara Stahura

H. and E. Weinman

IN HONOR OF…

Elliot Bardavid

Cornea Transplant Surgeries

Patricia Dahl

Ted Fass

George J. Florakis, M.D.

Charles T. Haddad

Cyrus I. Kahn, M.D.

Allison Lauer

Maksym’s Giving Tree Foundation

Adele Pajack

Marlene Patterson

David C. Ritterband, M.D.

Eileen, Lauren and Mac  

	 Barnett Rusnak

Rocío Sanz

Kath Spellman

Barbara J. Ungar

Mary L. Zini

People Who Help Make a Difference
MOUNT SINAI QUEENS EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT is being recognized by 
The Eye-Bank for its outstanding dedication and partnership in supporting 
our sight-saving mission. The Emergency Department team has played a 
key role in helping New Yorkers see again by making timely donation 
referrals and being readily available when The Eye-Bank’s coordinators 
conduct triage calls with unit staff to determine donor eligibility. As eye 
donation is an extremely time-sensitive process, the Emergency Department’s 
support and collaboration make a real difference in ensuring that the initial 
steps of the donation process are completed quickly and thoroughly. 

The diligence of the Emergency Department team has led to a substantial 
increase in eye donations. In 2025, there was a six-year high of 18 eye 
donations from the Emergency Department alone. These donations led  
to 14 sight-saving cornea transplants and contributed to valuable research 
into treatments and cures for blinding eye diseases like age-related 
macular degeneration.

We appreciate the leadership of Emergency Department Director of 
Nursing Louis Calderon, MSN, RN, NE-BC, and the Clinical Nurse 
Management team of Francelia Thomas, RN, Eileen Brown-Mighty, RN, 
and Bernadette Springer, RN, MS, FNP-BC, who promote a professional 
culture of advocacy and support for eye donation. Leadership keeps staff 
updated on eye donations, welcomes educational opportunities and 
elevates recognition of team members who facilitate honoring the wishes 
of eye, organ and tissue donors and their families.

The Eye-Bank is grateful to the devoted staff of Mount Sinai Queens 
Emergency Department for their invaluable efforts in our shared mission  
of restoring sight to those in need. 

Mount Sinai Queens Emergency Department staff with Emergency Department Director of 
Nursing Louis Calderon, MSN, RN, NE-BC (third from right).

THE EYE BANK ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (EBAA) HELD ITS ANNUAL MEETING from June 3-6 in 
Indianapolis. In attendance from The Eye-Bank were Executive Director and CEO Edwin H. Roberts, MPA, 
Communications Director Maria Chelko, Board of Directors member Michele A. Masucci and Medical 
Advisory Board Chair Joann J. Kang, M.D. Dr. Kang, who serves as Chair of the Scientific Programs 
Committee, moderated both the Scientific Symposium and the Medical Directors Symposium, also 
presenting in the latter. As Chair of the Donor, Partner and Community Relations Committee, Maria 
moderated a panel about curating your eye bank’s history and presented on the process of compiling  
The Eye-Bank’s 75th Anniversary Book, SEE.  

At the Awards Luncheon on Friday, June 5, former Eye-Bank Communications Director Noël Mick 
Moschetta presented the Association’s 2026 Leonard Heise Award to Chris Hanna, MBA, executive 
director of the Utah Lions Eye Bank. Ms. Mick Moschetta was the recipient of the 2025 Heise Award, a 
distinction presented each year to a non-medical member of the eye banking community in recognition 
of their outstanding devotion to the EBAA’s development. 

Eye-Bankers Attend 2026 EBAA Annual Meeting

Eye-Bank Medical Advisory Board Chair Joann J. 
Kang, M.D., (right) with AltruVision Medical Advisory 
Board Member Zeba A. Syed, M.D.
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Celebrating the Career of an Eye Banking Luminary
THE EYE-BANK HONORED OUTGOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CEO 

PATRICIA DAHL for her remarkable 45 years of leadership with a 

reception at the Wall Street Hotel in Manhattan on April 13. Board 

members, staff, surgeons and friends of The Eye-Bank from around  

the world gathered to celebrate her legacy of innovation and  

profound impact.

“Patricia Dahl’s ambition, high standards, collaborative spirit and 

dedication to the mission of sight restoration helped to shape the 

profession of eye banking and made The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration 

synonymous with the values of nonprofit eye banking: quality, integrity, 

innovation and a commitment to restoring sight to those in need,”  

said Board Vice President Umber Ahmad in her remarks during the 

event’s speaking program. 

In addition to Ms. Ahmad, the evening featured remarks from Medical 

Advisory Board Chair Joann J. Kang, M.D., Eye Bank Association of 

America (EBAA) President and CEO Kevin Corcoran, EBAA Chair Jim 

Quirk and European Eye Bank Association President Diego Ponzin, M.D.,  

who highlighted Ms. Dahl’s significant contributions to the eye banking 

profession abroad. 

The night concluded with words from Ms. Dahl acknowledging those  

in attendance for their support, friendship and collaboration over  

the years.

Throughout her career, Ms. Dahl helped more than 50,000 New Yorkers 

receive the gift of sight and countless others have benefited from her 

visionary leadership. 

                 

Join Our Board of Directors
THE EYE-BANK FOR SIGHT RESTORATION ANNUALLY CONDUCTS RECRUITMENT for its Board of Directors. Currently, expertise in the  
areas of trusts and estates, finance and public relations is of particular value; however, we welcome applicants from all professions.

For more information, contact Major and Planned Gift Specialist Robert Hankins, rhankins@ebsr.org. 

Patricia Dahl giving closing remarks to an audience of friends and colleagues at her  
retirement reception.

Patricia Dahl with the speakers featured at her retirement reception. L-R: Eye Bank Association of 
America (EBAA) President and CEO Kevin Corcoran, Eye-Bank Medical Advisory Board Chair Joann 
J. Kang, M.D., Executive Director and CEO Patricia Dahl, EBAA Chair Jim Quirk, European Eye Bank 
Association President Diego Ponzin, M.D., and Eye-Bank Board Vice President Umber Ahmad.
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THE EYE-BANK IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE that its research program has been renamed the 
Patricia Dahl Ocular Tissue Research Program. The renaming serves as a lasting tribute to 
former Executive Director and CEO Patricia Dahl’s 45 years of visionary leadership and 
long-standing commitment to advancing ocular research.

Led by Research and Relationship Development Manager YoneJung Yoon, Ph.D., the Patricia 
Dahl Ocular Tissue Research Program is designed to accelerate scientifi c discovery and 
expand access to critical resources for researchers by providing customized ocular research 
tissue recovered and prepared based on specifi c study criteria; increasing the availability of 
specifi c tissue types; and isolating and cultivating human cell lines.

Support for the newly renamed program is strong, with more 
than $421,000 raised so far to advance its important work. You 
can help carry Patricia Dahl’s legacy forward and support the 
development of new treatments and cures for blinding eye 
diseases by making a gift today at eyedonation.org/PDOTRP
or by scanning the QR code.

To learn more about The Eye-Bank’s research off erings, visit 
eyedonation.org/researchers or contact us at info@ebsr.org. 

Historic Renaming of The Eye-Bank’s Ocular Tissue Research Program


