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The Eye-Bank’s 2016 Media Campaign
Speaks to Donor Families
The latest component to The Eye-Bank’s multimedia
ad campaign recognizes the importance of donor
family members honoring their loved one’s wishes
to become donors by participating in the donation
process when the time comes.

In order to determine if a donation can be used for
transplant, The Eye-Bank is required to obtain important
medical and social history information from someone
who knows the donor well. Usually the interview is
conducted with a close family member which is how
they can help make the donation happen.
The Eye-Bank’s 2016 campaign launched in January
and features testimonials from New Yorkers expressing
how proud they are that their loved one signed-up to
be a donor and that they were able to honor their loved

Production crew and Eye-Bank staff after successfully completing
the ad campaign shoot at Contra Studios in Midtown Manhattan
in November.

Continued on page 3
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Swing for Sight Benefits The Eye-Bank
This year’s Swing for Sight golf outing, held at the
Tuxedo Club in Tuxedo, NY, on October 19, 2015, was
a resounding success! Golfers enjoyed a day of
sunny skies and while the fall temperature was chilly,
it did not deter players from having a great round of
golf on the historic course.

Special thanks are extended to the event Co-chairs,
Joseph D’Ambrosio, President of The Eye-Bank’s Board
of Directors and Richard Gibralter, M.D., Member
of The Eye-Bank’s Medical Advisory Board, as well as
the Benefit Committee and all who gave their support.
The event raised $23,400 for The Eye-Bank’s sightrestoring mission.
While every team was keenly enthusiastic and
persevered during the challenging 18 holes, four teams
1st Place Low Gross, from L to R: Andy Harris, Josh Lottman, Rob Deutsch, James K. Finkel

Continued on page 7

Amendment to Lauren’s Law Shows Early Impact
A legislative amendment to Lauren’s Law
(S.5101/A.7431) seeking to increase the opportunity
for New Yorkers to enroll in the State’s Donate Life
Registry was signed into law by Governor Andrew
Cuomo on October 26, and already the rate of
individuals signing up in the Registry at DMV has
increased. The legislation reinstates the original
intent of Lauren’s Law which was passed in 2012 to
require driver license applicants to actively choose
whether they would like to become a registered eye,
Young Ambassador
Scholarship
One high school senior or
college student under the
age of 25 could be the lucky
recipient of The Eye-Bank’s
2016 Young Ambassador
Scholarship in the amount of
$1,000. Named in memory
of two-year old eye donor,
Christopher Nordquist, the
Scholarship seeks to
engage youths in creating
awareness about eye, organ
and tissue donation and
encourage New Yorkers
to sign up in the Donate
Life Registry.
To view detailed scholarship
criteria, review what past
winners have done and
download an application
form, please visit: http://
www.eyedonation.org/
scholarship.html.
The deadline for
submissions is
May 15, 2016.

organ and tissue donor in the New York State
Donate Life Registry.

Named for Lauren Shields, a young girl whose life was
saved by a heart transplant, the newly enacted law
prevents any driver’s license, renewal or non-driver
identification application from being processed through
the state’s Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV)
without the organ, eye and tissue donation section
being completed. Lauren’s Law raises awareness about
signing up in the Donate Life Registry with thousands
of DMV applicants each month by allowing applicants

to check “yes” to become a donor or to check “skip this
question.” An indication either way must be made in
order for the application to be processed. The section
cannot be left blank. By allowing applicants to ignore
the Donate Life Registry question, NYS was missing an
important opportunity to educate the public about the
option available to donate their organs and give the
gift of life by enrolling as a donor in the NYS Donate
Life Registry.
Implemented immediately upon the Governor’s
signature in October, the first full month of data
regarding enrollments in the Donate Life Registry
through DMV applications was November which
shows a remarkable increase of more than 50 percent
over the annual donor designation rate (DDR) of
10.67% in 2014. According to the New York Alliance
for Donation (NYAD), the 17% percent enrollment
rate in November also exceeds the highest monthly
DDR in the past five years of 13.85%.
Eye-Bank volunteers, who participated in Legislative
Education Day last May, should feel especially proud
that their efforts in getting this amendment passed
played a significant role in its success.

Doctor Reports Progress for DMEK in Brazil
Dr. Diane Marinho, Eye Bank Medical Director and
corneal surgeon at the Hospital de Clinicas de Porto
Alegre in southern Brazil and recipient of the 2015 Mary
Jane O’Neill Fellowship, recently reported that thanks to
her training in DMEK preparation conducted at The
Eye-Bank last July, DMEK procedures are now being
performed in her hospital and the results are excellent.

She reports the surgeries have offered faster recovery for
the patients and the technicians are extremely confident
preparing the donor corneas using the technique she
learned from Mudassir Razvi, Tissue Processing Manager
at The Eye-Bank. In DMEK procedures, a thin layer of
corneal tissue is transplanted (endothelial keratoplasty or
EK) as opposed to a full thickness graft as in penetrating
keratoplasty (PK).

She also indicates that her
hospital is organizing with
APABO, Brazil (Pan American
Eye Bank Association) the first
DMEK wet-lab for their
surgeons. According to Dr.
Marinho, “None of this would
be happening if I didn’t have
the chance to receive the Mary
Jane O’Neill Fellowship and
come to The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration.”
The Mary Jane O’Neill International Eye Bank
Fellowship, named for The Eye-Bank’s former executive
director (1980-2000), is awarded by the Eye Bank
Association of America (EBAA) to advance eye banking
in countries around the world.

Young Ambassador Gives Thanks
Six-year-old, double cornea transplant recipient,
Raeya Bryant, is the Young Ambassador who created
artwork for The Eye-Bank’s 2015 Thanksgiving card.
According to Raeya’s Mom, her daughter loves to
sing and dance, and has her mind set on becoming
an ophthalmologist when she grows up, just like
Dr. Gerald Zaidman, M.D. who performed her corneal
transplants. Because of her restored eyesight,
Raeya can now enjoy her favorite season, fall,
which comes with apple picking and pumpkin
carving which she loves!.
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During Thanksgiving and the holiday
season, we at The Eye-Bank also
express our sincere gratitude for the
hundreds of our eye donors and their
loved ones for giving the beautiful
gift of sight and for our generous
contributors who help us expand
our sight-restoring efforts and
continuing education. The strong
commitment of our invaluable supporters make
restored eyesight possible for thousands like little
Raeya who can now see and enjoy a much enhanced life.
We appreciate and thank you all.

Daughter Inspired by Dad’s Giving Nature
By Marilyn Kim Oliver
“My father taught me to be fearless…live life to
the fullest…and be the best that I can be!” So says
Ileana Quinones about her father, Jose (Joe) Neri
Quinones, Vietnam veteran and eye donor who
passed away in 2012 at the age of 68. Ileana who
is an Eye-Bank volunteer tears up when she talks
about her father, as she remembers the precious
seasons spent with the man who she says taught
her to be the strong woman she is today.

After returning from serving in Vietnam as a first responder
combat medic, Joe’s dream of becoming an airline pilot
was crushed when he was diagnosed with ischemic heart
disease caused by exposure to chemical agents during
the war. He later suffered a massive heart attack but his
life was saved by a gift from a donor and he received a
heart transplant when Ileana was 13 years old.
Joe was an adventurous man who loved people. Before
his transplant, he had landed a job with United Airlines
which afforded him an opportunity to travel the world
and take his family with him. Ileana remembers her very
first trip was to Israel. The journey was significant to her
and she especially recalls an image from the trip of her
father being surrounded by people who were praying.
Ileana also vividly remembers traveling with him to
China, first to Hong Kong when she was 7 years old and
then to Guilin in the northeast region, three years later.
Interestingly, Joe had a real affinity for the people of
Asia. Ileana says her father appreciated the warmth and
humility of the people and was very comfortable with
them. Even though there were numerous trips to other
places like Palestine and various countries in Europe
and around the world, Ileana says her father had a soft
spot for Asia and its people, and there was a light in his
eyes when he spoke of them.
As a teenager growing up, and then as a young woman,
Ileana was immensely proud of her father and all he
represented. He had so inspired her with his passion for
life and empathy for others that when she was asked by
his doctor at the time of his passing if she would like to
donate her father’s eyes, she answered an emphatic, “Yes!”
She knew this is what he would have wanted.
Ileana knows she could have lost her father when
she was a teenager if it were not for someone saying
“Yes” to donation and she feels so grateful for the
many years she was able to have with her beloved
dad. His transplant allowed them to enjoy a wonderful

life together and because of this she longs to give
back as a gesture of thanks.
Her father had always said to her, “Do not limit
yourself and help people,” and this is what she desires
to achieve in all her endeavors. Ileana seeks to continue
her father’s legacy of living a life filled with passion and
new adventure while enriching the lives of others. She
has chosen to volunteer with The Eye-Bank to help
fulfill this life mission in addition to her professional
work in the fashion industry.
Ileana says she never knew her father signed up to be
an eye donor, but she was proud to honor his wishes.
She has already said “Yes” as a donor’s daughter and
has taken another step and enrolled in the Donate
Life Registry. Ileana is excited about working with
The Eye-Bank to educate New Yorkers about the good
donation can accomplish, because as she says, “Perhaps
my efforts will give some other teenager more
wonderful time with his or her father, like a donor’s
gift did for me when I was a young girl.”
Ileana encourages New Yorkers to embrace the opportunity to give the gift of sight and life by enrolling in the
Donate Life Registry.
To sign up to become a donor, please visit our website
at www.eyedonation.org and click on the Donate Life
logo and See what your eyes can do for others.®

Clockwise from top:
Ileana and Dad on a
visit to the West Bank;
Jose Quinones as a
young military man;
Ileana Quinones,
donor daughter

Ileana knows she
could have lost
her father when
she was a
teenager if it
were not for
someone saying
“Yes” to donation.

Ad Campaign Highlights Donor Families
Continued from page 1
one’s wishes. The new ads, being aired in the Greater
New York area on broadcast and cable television, radio,
and which also can be seen in the Daily News; New York
Post; AM New York and in New York City subway cars,
make a play on the word “Eye” and deliver the donor
family message, “Eye Am So Proud.” The ads, created by
a d z, Advertising, Design, Zen, appear in conjunction with
previous Eye-Bank ad components launched in 2015
which highlighted the importance of enrolling in the

Donate Life Registry “Eye Signed Up” and the benefits
of receiving the gift of sight, “Eye Can See Again.”
The Eye-Bank is very grateful to the donor family
members — Jessica Abanilla, Kathleen Bristol, Kevin
Heidel and Ileana Quinones — who participated in the
production of this year’s campaign and shared the story
of their loved one’s donation so that other New Yorkers
may benefit. Their generosity is overwhelming.
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The Eye-Bank Hosts Anniversary Event

From the eye banking
community, L to R: Eric
Meineke, Georgia Eye
Bank; Phyllis McNabb,
Central Ohio Lions Eye
Bank; Noël Mick,
The Eye-Bank for Sight
Restoration; Kevin
Corcoran, Eye Bank
Association of America
and Jim Quirk, Lions Eye
Bank of Delaware Valley.

L to R:
Elizabeth Ngonzi,
Afrika Tikkun, USA,
and Patricia Dahl,
The Eye-Bank for
Sight Restoration.

In celebration of its 70th anniversary, The Eye-Bank
hosted An Eye on the Future, a one-day educational
conference offering insights into today’s social
media, marketing and fundraising landscape. Held on
October 1 at The Eye-Bank’s offices at 120 Wall
Street in New York City the conference was attended
by representatives of non-profit organizations
including several eye banks from across the country
who received information and tools for strengthening
their communication and fundraising methods and
keeping up with the current online trends.

The Eye-Bank shared best practices for utilizing social
media, specifically Facebook and Twitter, to advance the
organization’s mission. The presentation by public
education coordinator Katherine Reinert emphasized
the importance of posting frequently on social media
and how to manage time effectively to do so. The
Eye-Bank shared its experience in producing in-house
video testimonials featuring volunteers, donor families
and cornea recipients that are then posted to the
website and shared on social media platforms. To view
the videos go to www.eyedonation.org/share-stories/
donor-recipient-stories.html.
Tips on how nonprofits can create better content
were presented via video conference by Amanda
Hirsch, founder and president of Good Things Consulting
in Washington, D.C. Ms. Hirsch, who specializes in
goal-oriented online storytelling, offered helpful tips
about successful ways in which nonprofits can tell their
stories to achieve their desired goals. She stressed the
importance of telling authentic stories and advises

nonprofits to be mindful of what is being shared, ensure
the entire organization is in sync in terms of the message
and pay close attention to audience responses.
Glenn Rosenberg, Vice President of Client Services
and Debra Dubin, Media Planning Supervisor of Power
Media, Inc. delivered a comprehensive presentation on
ways to integrate new modes of digital marketing into a
traditional media buy of television, radio and print.
They outlined several ways in which a nonprofit can
generate awareness and engagement for its cause
including the use of key digital advertising elements
such as tracking and reporting a campaign. They also
shared valuable information about the availability of
Google Ad Grants for non-profit organizations, which
provide up to $120,000 a year in search engine
advertising. The Eye-Bank is a Google Ad Grant
recipient, receiving $10,000 a month worth of online
advertising directing users to The Eye-Bank’s website.
The conference’s last session was a fundraising
workshop led by Elizabeth Ngonzi, CEO of Afrika
Tikkun, USA, and a recognized authority on
technological innovations that advance philanthropy.
Ms. Ngonzi shared methods for creating a seamless
merge between social media and fundraising and
demonstrated how nonprofits can use social media
outlets such as YouTube and Twitter as catalysts to gain
support from mass audiences
The Eye-Bank extends special thanks to our expert
panelists Amanda Hirsch, Debra Dubin, Elizabeth
Ngonzi and Glenn Rosenberg for their generous
contributions to a successful program.
Contact information for the conference presenters is
available from Katherine Reinert at kreinert@ebsr.org.

Save the Date!
The Eye-Bank is getting ready to let the good times
roll at Casino Night on Wednesday, April 6 at
The Bohemian Benevolent Literary Association at
321 East 73rd Street in Manhattan! We anticipate an
exciting evening of delicious food, beverage, raffle
prizes and of course — gambling for a good cause!

For more information, please contact Catherine Sui
at csui@ebsr.org or call (212) 742-9000.
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Save the Date! The Eye-Bank Presents:
Casino Night on Wednesday, April 6, 2016

Thousands Sign-up on Enrollment Day
Research indicates that nine out of 10 New Yorkers
support
eye, organ and tissue donation, therefore on
volunteer teams throughout the Greater New York
October
6 we engaged in a combined, concerted effort
Metropolitan Area for the region’s first ever Organ
to sign up as many New Yorkers as possible.
Donor Enrollment Day, a single day designated to
Outreach included tabling events at places of business,
get the word out about the need for New Yorkers to hospitals and DMVs together with social media postings
and other strategic public and media relations initiatives.
sign up in the Donate Life Registry. The major event
The target area included NYC’s five boroughs of
was coordinated by organ recovery organization
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx and Staten Island,
LiveOnNY who reported the day was a huge success
in addition to Long Island and Rockland, Orange,
with more than 3,000 New Yorkers signing-up to
Duchess and Putnam Counties.
The Eye-Bank was pleased to be part of this collaborative
become donors in the Registry, shattering the
previous official single day record of 2,262 enrollees. effort and we look forward to continuing to work with
others to increase New York
Media coverage for the event included ABC, NBC, the
State donor Registry enrollDaily News, Newsday, ESPN Radio and Z100. Increased
ment and participate in the
awareness for signing up is important since New York
second annual Enrollment Day
State ranks 50th out of 50 states in terms of the percentage
slated for October, 2016.
of residents enrolled in the Donate Life Registry.
On Tuesday, October 6, The Eye-Bank joined

Eye-Bankers
Katherine Reinert and
Marilyn Oliver conduct
outreach and sign-up
New Yorkers at
Equinox fitness club.

People Who Help Make a Difference

The Eye-Bank recognizes the staff of St. Catherine of Siena

Medical Center for their enthusiastic support for sight restoration.
“Nothing great is ever achieved without much enduring” is a
quote attributed to St. Catherine of Siena, the hospital’s patron
saint. While facilitating the eye donation process to achieve the
great goal of restoring sight often requires extra effort, the staff of
St. Catherine takes on this role with a positive attitude,
professionalism and pride.

Nursing Education accommodates unit-to-unit and orientation
in-services; nursing supervisors and managers make timely referrals
and encourage informal educational interaction with staff; and RNs
and ancillary staff attend to eye care. Admitting employees assist with
accessing donor information and Security officers allow access to

secure areas. Public Affairs staff offer opportunities for outreach such
as to St. Catherine’s large annual health fair. Medical Center administrators advocate donation and solicit feedback on performance. St.
Catherine of Siena also said, “Out of darkness is born the light.”
The staff of St. Catherine of Siena Medical Center utilizes their
talents to bring forth light by contributing toward sight-restoring
corneal transplants and research into treatments and cures for
other eye diseases made possible by eye donations.
L to R: Janet Indrigo (Admitting Coordinator); Jason Golbin, DO (CMO);
Frederick Gratta, RN (CCU); Mary Jane Finnegan, RN (AVP Nursing);
Pat Butera, RN (Director of Clinical Services); Thomasina Miller, RN (ICU);
Marigrace Lomonaco, RN (Nurse Manager 3 North); Gayle Romano, RN
(Director of Emergency and Critical Care); Gara Edelstein, RN (CNO); Amie
McCarthy-Pace, RN (Nurse Manager, CSU); Lisa Koshansky, RN (Nurse
Manager, Critical Care); Michelle Goldfarb, RN (VP Quality, Patient Safety,
and Regulatory Affairs); Shawn Henriksen, RN (CSU); Paul Rowland (CAO).
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Congregants Sign-up in Registry
Every year National Donor Sabbath is observed and
celebrated during the month of November. During
this time, The Eye-Bank joins recovery organizations
across the country to conduct outreach to congregations of various faiths with an appeal that they
consider eye, organ and tissue donation and
sign-up in the state’s Donate Life Registry.

This past November, Eye-Bank staff and volunteers
visited various places of worship in Brooklyn, NY,
and presented information via talks and tabling
events to educate congregants about the need for
these life-saving and life-enhancing transplants.

Top: Queen of
All Saints attendee
enrolls in the Registry
Right: Eye-Bank staff,
volunteers and cantor
at Union Temple.
L to R: Jacqueline Yaw,
volunteer; Marilyn Oliver,
Eye-Bank staff;
Emma Goldin Lutz,
cantor and Robert
Lafayette, PhD, volunteer

The Eye-Bank participated in the non-denominational
Christian Cultural Center’s Annual Women’s Health Fair
that attracted more than 500 people and we distributed
information to attendees. The Union Jewish Temple of
Brooklyn honored our request to share the donation
message with their members. Accompanying staff to the
Temple were cornea transplant recipients and Eye-Bank
volunteers, Jacqueline Yaw and Robert Lafayette, PhD,
who shared their personal stories. The Eye-Bank was also
invited to conduct a tabling event at the Queen of All
Saints Roman Catholic Church which was well received
by parishioners.
The Eye-Bank sincerely thanks Ersa Weatherspoon of
Christian Cultural Center, Rabbi Linda Henry-Goodman
of Union Temple of Brooklyn and Father Joseph Ceriello
of Queen of All Saints Church for facilitating our outreach
efforts. The leaders at these sacred institutions embraced
the donation message and we were able to share it with
their congregants.The Eye-Bank looks forward to continuing our outreach to members of all faiths and welcomes
invitations to do so. For an Eye-Bank staff member to
visit your place of worship please email moliver@
ebsr.org or call Marilyn Oliver at 212-742-9000.

Voter Registration Project — Every Vote Counts,
Every Donor Counts
After receiving collateral materials from NYAD,
The
Eye-Bank scheduled voter registration/donor
increasing the number of individuals
registry drives during the summer and fall of 2015.
enrolled in the New York State
Sites included Brooklyn Public Central Library and
Donate Life Registry, New York
the Business & Career Library, as well as New York
Alliance for Donation (NYAD)
Eye & Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai in New York City.
Other recovery organizations held drives at farmers’
enlisted the support of The Eye-Bank and other
markets, health fairs and malls. Feedback from the
recovery organizations to pair New York State donor
various drives showed that the public appreciated the
registration with the voter registration process.
opportunity to enroll in the Donate Life Registry
In 2014, NYAD received funding to investigate the
while registering to vote.
validity of its theory that the percentage of new registry
Since 2016 is a presidential election year, it is
enrollees is increasing through voter registration and
expected that voter registration will increase and
decreasing via DMV sign-ups. It was decided that voter New York State donor registry enrollment will
registration drives would be conducted comprising
increase as well. The Eye-Bank anticipates continuing
surveys and exit interviews to better understand the
its efforts to enroll more New Yorkers in the Donate
decision-making process behind eye, organ and tissue
Life Registry via voter registry drives this year.
donation enrollment.
With a goal in mind of significantly

Honor/Memorial Gifts from June 16, 2015 to December 15, 2015

Memorial and honor gifts are given to recognize loved ones or to mark a special occasion. To make a gift in honor or memory of someone,
please use the enclosed envelope, visit www.eyedonation.org/give or contact The Eye-Bank’s Development Department at (212) 742-9000.
In Memory of...
B
Michael T. Betjemann
Abe Bunis
C
Clifford Cohen, M.D.
Wing Chu, M.D.
D
Elsie DeBenedetto

E
Joyce Mauldin Essary
F
Murray Fessel
G
Joy Golden
Malcolm Gorin, M.D.
Fay Grunner
David Gurland
J
Brian M. Jackel
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K
John Koolian
Linda Knapp
M
Silvia Maginnis
William A. Matthews
Anthony Meyers
David E. Moore
O
Sharon and Sidney
Orenstein

P
Dr. and Mrs. R. Townley
Paton
Ethel Price
R
Denise Rabinovitch
Arthur Rogot, O.D.
S
Jagdish Sachdev
W
Lesley Wolf

In Honor of...
B
Abe and Janice Bunis’
60th Wedding
Anniversary
D
Joan Dahl
Paul Detkin’s
90th Birthday
Bess Diener’s
87th Birthday
Hans Doebert and Family

F
George J. Florakis, M.D.

S
John A. Seedor, M.D.

G
Michael Goldstein, M.D.

W
Michael Wasserman

M
Sidney Mandlebaum, M.D.
Martin Mayers, M.D.
Roy Marshak’s Birthday

Z
Gerald W. Zaidman, M.D.
John and Roseanna
Zoubek Daughter’s
Marriage

R
Michael Renna

Sixth Annual Swing for Sight Continued from page 1
prevailed to take first and second place honors for
Lowest Net and Gross scores. The team comprising James
Finkel, Andy Harris, Rob Deutsch, and Josh Lottman,
captured First Place Low Gross. Richard Gibralter, Billy
Ditchey, Nick Iacono and John Sorenson came in a close
second. First Place Net was won by Lawrence Sperber,
Jack Dodick, Lawrence Parsont, and Kenneth Wald,
with Second Place Lowest Net score clinched by Ed Fabian,
Eddie Fabian, Tom Taylor and John Griffiths.
Golfers also competed in other competitions,
including striving for the top prize of $25,000 for the
Hole-in-One contest. Congratulations to Rich Nass for
winning Closest to the Pin, and Josh Lottman and
Diane Gunn for Longest Drive. Michael Feldman and
Lance Delaney, competitors in the Chipping Contest,
both hit the floating island. After battling in an exciting
Chip-off on the 18th Hole, a proud Delaney took home
the prize. We would also like to congratulate the event’s
raffle winners who included Richard Najac, Tom Taylor,
Jim Cersosimo, Joel Simon and Dan Fabian.

Swing for Sight is made possible thanks to the generosity
of several key supporters. On behalf of our Co-chairs
and Benefit Committee, we would like to acknowledge:
Jeanne McCooey and our friends at the Metropolitan
Golf Association;Trump National Golf Clubs (Bedminster);
Hollow Brook Country Club; Jumping Brook Country
Club and Michael Feldman at Power Media. Thanks to
all for an exciting and successful day!
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1. 2nd Place Low Gross, from L to R: Golf Pro Nick Iacono,
Co-chair Dr. Richard P. Gibralter, Golf Pro Billy Ditchey,
Dr. John Sorenson
2. Closest to the Pin: Rich Nass
3. L to R: Diane Gunn, Women’s Longest Drive, and Catherine Sui
4. 1st Place Low Net, from L to R: Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Parsont,
Dr. Kenneth (Ken) J. Wald, Jack Dodick,
Dr. Laurence (Larry) Sperber
5. 2nd Place Low Net, from L to R: Ed Fabian, Eddie Fabian,
John Griffififfiiths, Tom Taylor
6. Buying Rafflfle Tickets, L to R: Curtis Stuart, Tara Raeburn,
Dr. David Haight, Camille Matlack
7. L to R: Ed Fabian, Dan Fabian, James Fabian
8. L to R: Jim Cersosimo, Co-chair Joe D’Ambrosio,
Mark Lahm
9. Best Action Shot
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...of Interest

Annam Hussaini

Brian McArdle

Congratulations to Eye-Bank laboratory
technicians Annam Hussaini and Brian
McArdle who recently passed the Eye Bank
Association of America (EBAA) Certified Eye
Bank Technician (CEBT) exam. The EyeBank’s laboratory technicians are required to
meet EBAA quality medical standards
consistently while providing ocular tissue for
transplant. By passing this exam and
completing additional in-house proficiency
testing, both Brian and Annam have been
promoted to transplant coordinators.
Annam joined The Eye-Bank in August 2012
and holds a BS in Biology from the College of
Staten Island.
Brian has been with The Eye-Bank since
January 2013 and is a graduate of Fordham
University with a BS in Biological Sciences.
In addition to his duties as a laboratory

technician, Brian is The Eye-Bank’s
Ocular Research Coordinator, together
with Stephanie Harvey, a Family Services
Coordinator at The Eye-Bank. Jointly,
Brian and Stephanie are responsible
for coordinating the recovery and distribution of all The Eye Bank’s donor eye tissue
provided to scientists who conduct research
Stephanie Harvey into cures for blinding eye diseases such as
glaucoma and diseases of the retina. They keep
track of each researcher’s criteria and research abstract.
Stephanie joined The Eye-Bank in 2013 as a Family Support
Coordinator and is responsible for approaching potential donor
families about eye donation. Her position recently expanded to
include being the co-coordinator of the Ocular Research Program.
She is a graduate of Brooklyn College and holds both a BA and MA
in English Literature.

Join us on Facebook. Visit us at www.facebook.com/EyeBankforSightRestoration and click LIKE.
Let others know about eye donation and how to enroll in the Donate Life Registry when you SHARE our page
with your Facebook friends. It all helps toward giving the gift of sight to someone who is blind.

